The Royal Hospital, Wolverhampton
In a recent annotation in this Journal (1952) it was pointed out that before Trichomonas vaginalis could be identified with certainty in stained films the flagellar structure had to be demonstrated, and that successful staining of this structure depended upon careful fixation of the film. This need for careful fixation appears to be the main reason why only experts obtain uniformly good results with the staining methods in common use. Attention is drawn to the following procedure, in which no such preliminary care is necessary.
stand for a few days, and filtered again before use.
Rarely, with some batches of the dye, it will be found that 05 per cent. stains too deeply for proper differentiation. In this event the amount of dye should be reduced to 0 25 per cent.
(2) Immerse a loopful of the fluid to be examined in the stain by placing first one then the other side of the loop in the drop.
(3) Spread the material on the slide by working from the centre outwards with a circular motion. This ensures that at least some parts of the film are sufficiently thin for the flagella to be clearly seen. 
